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Delta Plan, P. 120



Vision of a Restored Delta
“Achieving the coequal goal of ecosystem protection, 
restoration, and enhancement means successfully 
establishing 

• a resilient, functioning estuary and surrounding 
terrestrial landscape 

• capable of supporting viable populations of native 
resident and migratory species with 

• diverse and biologically appropriate habitats, 

• functional corridors, and 

• ecosystem processes.”

Delta Plan p.120
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Ecosystem Restoration Priorities

Common Attributes:
• be consistent with Delta Plan’s “restoration” definition,

• anticipate sea level rise and other climate change, 
consequences

• apply the right strategies in the right location, 

• employ best available science and robust adaptive 
management,

• have clearly articulated societal benefits, and

• minimize environmental impacts.
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Ecosystem Restoration Priorities

Priority Attributes:
• restore ecological processes,

• be large scale,

• improve native habitat connectivity,

• increase native habitat complexity and diversity, and

• contribute to the recovery of at-risk communities or 
species.
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Ecosystem Restoration Priorities
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Table 1. Delta Ecosystem Restoration Priority Attributes of 

Four Tiers of Restoration Actions
Restore 

Ecological 
Processes

Large Scale Improve 
Native 
Habitat 

Connectivity

Increase 
Native 
Habitat 

Complexity/
Diversity

Benefit At-Risk 
Natural 

Communities 
or Species

Tier 1 Actions

√ √ √ √ √

Tier 2 Actions

√ √ √ √

Tier 3 Actions

( √ ) √            or        √ √

Tier 4 Actions

( √ ) ( √ ) ( √ ) √

√ = consistent attribute

( √ ) = occasional or inconsistent attribute 
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Tier 1 –Example: Floodplain Restoration
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Tier 2 –Example: Managed Wetland
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Tier 3 –Example: Habitat on Levees
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Tier 4 –Example: Wildlife Friendly 
Agriculture
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Restoration Priorities by Conservation 
Opportunity Region


